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Section 2 Review:
 
The consolidation of the
 
Bolshevik state 1911-24
 

• A How did the Bolsheviks consolidate their power? 

Pragmatic decisions to ensure 
survival 

\\ 

• They used force to break the civil 
service strikes and deal with 
demonstrations against them. 

• They initially gave peasants and 
workers what they wanted, to 
get their support in the first 
months after the October 
Revolution.They realised they 
were not able to control the 
situation so they gave way to 
popular demands and aspirations. 
They passed a number of other 
measures that were popular with 
workers, for example the 
abolition of titles and ranks. 

• They signed the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk to bring Russia's 
involvement in the First World 
War to an end and to honour 
their peace pledge. 

• They employed the tough policy 
of War Communism to keep the 
regime afloat.They seized grain 
from a peasantry reluctant to 
supply it and took strong 
measures to keep workers in 
cities and towns so that they 
could continue to run industries 
essential to the war effort. 

• They introduced the NEP; this 
was an economic concession to 
achieve political survival. 

Ruthless methods and terror 
• They set up the Cheka (secret 

The Bolshevik grip on power tightens police) as an instrument of terror 
to deal with opposition. They 
arrested first Kadets, and then 
Socialist Revolutionary and 
Menshevik leaders.The Cheka was 
a formidable force that supported 
the Bolsheviks at every turn and 
helped them win the war against 
'internal enemies'. Some historians 
see the Cheka as the key factor in 
the survival of the Bolshevik 
regime. 

• Class warfare was used to terrorise 
the middle classes and all hostile 
social groups.This played well with 
workers and soldiers and made it 
difficult for people to criticise the 
new government. 

• They used repressive measures 
during the NEP to consolidate their 
political position. 

Staying in control 
• They refused to take part in a socialist coalition government and crushed 

the Constituent Assembly, establishing one-party control. 
• They exploited the weakness of the opposition, particularly the Socialist 

Revolutionaries and Mensheviks, who underestimated them and would not 
get involved in violent anti-Bolshevik protest. 

• They defeated the Whites in the Civil War. People were more inclined to 
support the Bolsheviks to keep the 'gains of the revolution'. 

• They developed a highly centralised state to make sure their policies were 
carried out. 
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